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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA):  Secretary Norman Y. Mineta spoke with the Mexican Secretary for Transportation and Communications Pedro Cerisola on May 3 to advise him of new rules being published in the Federal Register regarding the application process and safety monitoring to be applied to new Mexican applicants for cross-border truck and bus transportation.  These rules are one action necessary for the U.S. to move forward to implement the transportation provisions of the NAFTA by the end of the year.  Secretary Mineta also advised Secretary Cerisola that implementation of NAFTA’s investment provisions relating to transportation are expected to become effective on May 14.

Japan: On May 8, in Washington, a technical meeting will take place to discuss the so called “full payload” issue that has been raised by the Japanese in recent talks related to the opening of a second runway at Tokyo’s Narita Airport.  The Japanese have proposed that aircraft operating from the new 2180-meter runway be limited to serving only those destinations that can be served assuming a full payload.  The Japanese have said such a requirement would assure the surrounding community of the safety of flights operated from the shorter-than-planned new runway.  The U.S. delegation, which will include representatives of the Federal Aviation Administration, will argue that the imposition of such a requirement is unjustified and that less than full-payload operations from the new runway would not be any less safe.  
U.S.-Brazil Scheduled All-Cargo Services:  On April 30, by Order 2001-4-32, the Department made final its selection of Atlas Air as the fourth U.S. carrier authorized to provide scheduled all-cargo services in the U.S.-Brazil market and its allocation of ten weekly frequencies to Atlas for these services.  The other three carriers providing all-cargo services are Federal Express, UPS, and Polar Air Cargo.  Evergreen International Airlines and Gemini Air Cargo had also applied for the available authority.  Neither carrier, however, opposed finalization of the award to Atlas Air.  The Department also made final its selection of Gemini Air Cargo for the backup award.  

