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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative:  Department of Transportation Secretary Norman Y. Mineta attended the third Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI) Ministerial session on March 15-16, 2001, in Punta del Este, Uruguay.  Ministers and other senior officials from 17 countries of the Summit Americas reaffirmed their commitment to cooperation through the WHTI to work towards increased integration of the region's transportation network.  Secretary Mineta led a discussion on Enhancing Safety in the Region, which resulted in a call for greater awareness of aviation safety as a hemispheric priority and agreement to develop an action plan to improve aviation safety conditions in the Americas.  Secretary Mineta also held bilateral meetings with his Colombian, Jamaican, Mexican, and Uruguayan counterparts and participated in a trilateral session with the Canadian and Mexican transport ministers.  The U.S. Embassy's charge d'affaires accompanied the Secretary throughout the first day.

Russia:  Formal negotiations between the United States and Russia are scheduled to take place in Washington, April 17-19.   Topics of discussion include annex renewal and cross-polar routes.  

U.S.-Hong Kong Fifth-Freedom Cargo Service:  On March 12, by Order 2001-3-10, the Department instituted a carrier selection proceeding for the allocation of three weekly frequencies for fifth-freedom all-cargo services between Hong Kong and third countries.  Under the U.S.-Hong Kong aviation agreement, U.S. carriers may operate up to 8 weekly fifth-freedom frequencies carrying local traffic between Hong Kong and specified third countries in conjunction with their U.S.-Hong Kong all-cargo services.  Federal Express has been allocated five of the frequencies.  The three frequencies allocated to Air Micronesia have reverted to the Department for allocation to other carriers.  UPS, Federal Express, Gemini Air Cargo, Polar Air Cargo, Evergreen International Airlines, and Northwest Airlines have filed applications for allocation of all or some of the available frequencies.  Under the procedural schedule established in the Department’s order, direct exhibits are due April 2, rebuttal exhibits are due April 16, and briefs are due April 30.  Negotiations with Hong Kong, which include expansion of the fifth-freedom all-cargo rights, are scheduled for March 28-30.  Should an agreement be reached at those negotiations, the procedural schedule for this case could be adjusted accordingly if necessary.  

