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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

U.S.-European Union (EU) Bilateral Meeting:  Secretary Norman Y. Mineta met on Wednesday, March 7, with Ambassador Richard Morningstar, U.S. Ambassador to the European Union to discuss a range of current bilateral issues in the aviation field including the Article 84 dispute regarding the EU Hushkit rule, ICAO's Committee on Aviation Environmental Protection (CAEP) noise standards, Transatlantic Common Aviation Area (TCAA), European Aviation Safety Authority (EASA), and EU's Single Sky initiative.  The Secretary will meet with EU Commissioner Loyola de Palacio on March 23, to continue discussions on US-EU transportation issues.

U.S.-International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) Relations:  Secretary Mineta met on Thursday, March 8, with Dr. Assad Kotaite, President of ICAO, to discuss DOT/FAA continuing roles at ICAO; status of hushkit regulations, Dr. Kotaite's mediation of Article 84, ICAO's Safety Audit Program, and actions and recommendations of the Committee on Aviation Environmental Protection (CAEP).  The Secretary and Dr. Kotaite agreed to continue the long-standing close U.S.-ICAO relationship.

North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA):  Staff elements in the Department continue to work with their counterparts in the office of the U.S. Trade Representative to discuss options for addressing NAFTA transport implementation issues. In compliance with the timetable established in the NAFTA agreement, a mid-March meeting with Mexico is planned. 

Hong Kong:  Informal government-to-government talks were held between U.S. and Hong Kong aviation delegations on February 7-8, in Washington, to discuss prospects for liberalizing both cargo and passenger operations.  We believe that enough common ground exists to make a beneficial deal possible, and formal aviation liberalization negotiations are scheduled for March 28-30, in Hong Kong. 

APEC Transportation Working Group:  The 19th meeting of this group will be held in Seri Begawan, Brunei, April 2-6.  At that meeting the U.S. representatives will participate in discussions regarding air service liberalization in the region, the recently initialed multilateral “Open-Skies” agreement and steps for expansion of that  agreement.  

