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ECONOMIC GROWTH AND TRADE

Issues in International Transportation and Trade
Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative: On March 15-16, Secretary Norman Y. Mineta will lead discussions on transport safety at the Ministerial session of the Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative (WHTI) in Punta del Este, Uruguay. The Department has lead responsibility within the WHTI in preparing a compendium on safety and incident response best practices, and developing a mechanism for exchanging information on transportation technologies. The Ministers last met in full session in December 1998. During the meeting the Secretary will take the opportunity to meet bilaterally with a number of transport ministers in the region and trilaterally with Canada and Mexico to discuss transportation issues in a North American context.

U.S.-Canada Relations: Secretary Mineta met on Wednesday, February 28,  with Canadian Transport Minister Collenette to discuss a range of issues including U.S./Canada civil aviation relationships, emerging rules from the Surface Transportation Board applicable to new railroad mergers, preparations for the upcoming Western Hemisphere Transportation Initiative, and border transport improvements. Both the Secretary and Minister agreed to continue the long-standing close U.S./Canada relationship on transport issues. 

Nigeria:  On March 17, a DOT delegation will travel to Nigeria to meet with senior officials from the Ministries of Aviation and Transportation.  The delegation will discuss the implementation of the Department of Transportation/ Agency for International Development transportation program.  The program involves the improvement of aviation safety and security, maritime technical assistance and training, and the development of oversight mechanisms.   The Department received $4.3 million from AID to carry out the program.

Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC): The Department will lead the U.S. delegation to the 19th meeting of the Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation Transportation Working Group (TPT) on April 2-6.  The TPT will be considering a wide range of issues in preparation for the forthcoming APEC Transportation Ministerial, to be held in October.  The group will focus on liberalization and safety issues in all modes of transportation.  In November at the APEC heads of state meeting, it was announced that five members of APEC had agreed to the first ever multilateral aviation agreement. 

Issues in Aviation

U.S.-Brazil All-Cargo Charter Services:  On February 14, by Order 2001-2-14, the Department made final procedures for distribution of the remaining charters available for this charter year for U.S.-Brazil all-cargo charter operations.  Under the U.S.-Brazil aviation agreement, U.S. carriers may operate up to 750 round-trip all-cargo charters during the charter year (July 1-June 30).  At the end of January only 103 charters remained available for distribution to U.S. carriers.  Based on the pattern of U.S. carrier charter services, this would not be sufficient to meet the demand for the balance of the charter year.  To ensure that sufficient charters would be available throughout the charter year and to ensure that all U.S. carrier requests could be met to the extent possible, the Department established procedures for distribution of the charters.  

U.S.-Colombia Combination Services: On February 14, by Notice, the Department invited applications from U.S. carriers interested in using new route opportunities for combination services in the U.S.-Colombia market.  Under a U.S.-Colombia agreement reached last year, 7 additional weekly frequencies become available October 1, 2001, and another 7 weekly frequencies become available October 1, 2002.  Currently, U.S. carriers may operate a total of 56 weekly U.S.-Colombia flights.  American Airlines, Continental Airlines, and Delta Air Lines are the three carriers now serving.  Applications are due March 2, answers to applications are due March 9, and replies to answers are due March 14, 2001.  

Essential Air Service (EAS): This week the Department will be transmitting a Report on the Difficulties Faced by Small Communities in Retaining Essential Air Service as required by AIR-21.  The report, among other things, lays out the fact that the program cannot continue status quo without some tightening of eligibility standards.  The Administration will be proposing to eliminate some communities that are within relatively easy driving distance to other larger airports.  That proposal is part of the FY 2002 budget and will thus be made public on or about April 3.

