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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  December 22-29

No report.  

OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

Executive Order 13274:  Expect the Secretary of Transportation to select additional transportation projects for environmental streamlining, per the Presidential Executive Order.

Seven Priority Projects:  Deputy Assistant Secretary Joel Szabat will work with FHWA and other Federal agencies to accelerate the reviews of the seven priority projects already selected.

Reauthorization Bill:  We plan to submit the Reauthorization Bill to OMB for interagency clearance.

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Electric Vehicle Association of the Americas (EVAA):  Deputy Assistant Secretary Joel Szabat addressed the Plenary Session of the EVAA on December 11th; discussed Hydrogen Infrastructure issues.

DOT Climate Change Center:  Deputy Assistant Secretary Joel Szabat chaired the DOT Climate Change Center monthly meeting; discussed status of on-going research projects. 

Loran-C:  Deputy Assistant Secretary Joel Szabat attended meetings with the Associate Deputy Secretary to prepare DOT's recommendation on the future use of Loran-C for radionavigation
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Disinsecting Aircraft:  The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy will host a meeting on December 17 at which representatives of DOT, USDA, HHS and EPA will explore non-chemical approaches for disinsecting aircraft.  At present, aircraft that are arriving in countries that require disinsection are treated with chemicals.  The aim is to eliminate exposure to insecticides by aircraft passengers and crew.

Reauthorization Bill:  Decisions were reached at the Secretarial level on major TEA-21 Reauthorization issues.
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