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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil H. Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  March 17-21

· Finalize DOT’s Reauthorization Proposal

· FY 04 Budget Rollout

OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

Reauthorization:  Assistant Secretary Frankel and Deputy Assistant Secretary Schoener will continue work with outside agencies to finalize reauthorization bill.  Meetings regarding same are ongoing within various offices of the Secretary and operating administrations.

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Executive Order 13274:  The Secretary announced six projects to his priority project list established under Executive Order 13274—Environmental Stewardship and Transportation Infrastructure Project Reviews.  In addition, the Environmental Streamlining Interagency Task Force established under the executive order met on March 4, 2003, to gain input and engage in the implementation of the executive order.  Meeting minutes and other information updates can be found on the executive order website.  

Fuel Cell Technologies:  Assistant Secretary Emil Frankel testified March 6 before the Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee.  The subject of the hearing was the potential for fuel cell technologies in transportation.  He stressed DOT's continuing role in ensuring the safe use and delivery of hydrogen.  

Clean Air Issues:  Assistant Secretary Frankel will testify before the Senate Subcommittee on Clean Air, Climate Change, and Nuclear Safety on March 13.  The hearing will address clean air issues--implementation of the EPA conformity regulations and the Congestion Mitigation and Air Quality Improvement program.   
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