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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  February 3-7

· Finalize DOT’s Reauthorization Proposal

· FY 04 Budget Rollout

OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

Reauthorization:  Assistant Secretary Frankel and Deputy Assistant Secretary Schoener will continue work with outside agencies to finalize reauthorization bill.  Meetings regarding same are ongoing within various offices of the Secretary and operating administrations.

Climate Change Announcement:  Deputy Assistant Secretary Szabat will prepare DOT's talking points for the possible White House Climate Change announcement, early February.

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Priority Projects:  Joel Szabat, Deputy Assistant Secretary, met with representatives of USEPA, USACOE, Riverside County and Congressman Calvert in Riverside, CA on January 24th to agree to a schedule for the Riverside CETAP, one of the Priority Projects selected by the Secretary in accordance with the Executive Order on Streamlining and Stewardship.  

Alternative Airport Capacity Study Results:  A briefing is planned for the week of January 27th on the results of a Policy Office study of regional airport capacity and the potential use of alternative airports to relieve congested hub airports.  Case studies in four regions (New York, Boston, St. Louis and Los Angeles) were studied and successes and failures identified in achieving better integration of airport and surface transportation planning.  Findings focus on the need for a region-wide strategy in assessing airport capacity and for improved coordination between airports serving a region and between airports and regional surface transportation planning and development agencies. 

Environmental Streamlining:  On January 30th, Deputy Assistant Secretary Szabat will chair the first meeting of the Federal Interagency Task Force on Streamlining and Stewardship.
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