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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  February 10-14

· Finalize DOT’s Reauthorization Proposal

· FY 04 Budget Rollout

Executive Order 13274:  We expect to announce the Secretary's decision on the next round of priority projects, selected in accordance with Presidential Executive Order 13274. 

OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

Reauthorization:  Assistant Secretary Frankel and Deputy Assistant Secretary Schoener will continue work with outside agencies to finalize reauthorization bill.  Meetings regarding same are ongoing within various offices of the Secretary and operating administrations.

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Streamlining Task Force:  On January 30, Deputy Assistant Secretary Joel Szabat chaired first meeting of the Interagency Transportation Infrastructure Streamlining Task Force.  The Task Force was informed of agreements among the Federal regulatory agencies on how to proceed with priority projects in Chittenden, VT; Stillwater Bridge (MN-WI); and Riverside, CA.

Ultra Wide Band (UWB):  On behalf of DOT, Deputy Assistant Secretary Szabat sent a comment on January 17, to NTIA in Commerce, recommending a non-concurrence to the FCC's proposal to loosen restrictions on the use of Ultra Wide Band equipment, as DOT's data suggests that UWB equipment can interfere with safety-of-life air traffic control systems even operating within current requirements.
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