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MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETARY

FROM:  Emil Frankel, Assistant Secretary for Transportation Policy

SUBJECT:  OST P Calendar and Status Report

MAJOR POLICY INITIATIVES, NEW REGULATIONS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND HOT ISSUES

THE WEEK AHEAD REPORT:  February 17-21

· Finalize DOT’s Reauthorization Proposal

· FY 04 Budget Rollout

OUTLOOK FOR THE COMING MONTH

Reauthorization:  Assistant Secretary Frankel and Deputy Assistant Secretary Schoener will continue work with outside agencies to finalize reauthorization bill.  Meetings regarding same are ongoing within various offices of the Secretary and operating administrations.

RESULTS OF RECENT ACTIVITIES

Executive Order 13274:  On February 11, a decision meeting will be held to select the next round of transportation projects for streamlining of environmental reviews.

President's VISION Program:  On February 12, Deputy Secretary Jackson will participate in the White House rollout of the President's VISION program on voluntary innovative sector initiatives.  The auto industry will announce a commitment to reduce greenhouse gases from manufacturing and the Association of American Railroads will announce actions to reduce intensity of greenhouse gas emissions from trains and rail operations.  The Office of Policy staffs the Deputy Secretary's acknowledgement of the commitment of the automobile manufacturers and the railroad industry to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

Ultra-Wide Band:  On February 13, FCC meets to determine if restrictions on Ultra-Wide Band equipment operations will be eased.  DOT non-concurred with FCC's draft proposal, citing potential interference to safety-of-life air traffic communications systems.  
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